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NEWS

PONGAL FEStIVAL
HARVEST AT SANARPATTI

In the Tamil calendar, mid-January
is an important time.

Pongal, the harvest festival, is the
quintessential Tamil festival and
falls on the 14th or the 15th of
January. It is a traditional occasion
for giving thanks to nature and
for celebrating the life cycles that
give grain. Tamilians, who say
‘Thai pirandhaal vazhi pirakkum,
believe that family problems will
be solved on Pongal day with the
advent of the Tamil month Thai.
This is traditionally the month of
weddings and not surprising in

a largely agricultural community
- the riches gained from a good
harvest form the economic basis
for expensive family occasions.
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In 2009 Pongal falls on 15th
January. As Pongal is held to
honour the sun and give thanks
for a bountiful harvest, families
gather to share their joy and their
harvests and to offer the sun a
Pongal (special pot) of rice and
milk. ‘Pongal’in Tamil means
‘boiling over or spilling over’and
the boiling over of milk in a clay
pot is considered to denote future
prosperity for the family. Soitisa
celebration of prosperity, thanking
the rain, sun and the farm animals
for the harvest.

Pongal is a four day festival which
includes feeding the birds that

are part of the beauty of nature
and, on the second day, offering
thanks to cattle which give milk
and plough the fields. Cattle (and
any other domestic animal that
can be caught) are decorated
with coloured paint, flowers and
bells. They are allowed to roam

free and fed sweet rice and sugar
cane. Some people decorate their
cattle’s horns with gold or other
metallic covers. In some places,
jallikattu’ (wild bull taming) is the
main event of this day. During
the final day, known as ‘kaanum
Pongal’, (the word kaanum’ means
‘to view’) people visit beaches and
theme parks. They also chew sugar
cane and decorate their houses
with delicate drawings made

of rice powder, which is called
‘kolam’.

At Goodwill homes children
celebrate Pongal, eating sugar
cane as well as the sweet rice dish
of the same name. At Sanarpatti
farm the animals are decorated
with colours and fed sweet rice,
all the farm workers receive new
clothes and a good time is had by
all.

CARE & SHARE
ANDHRA PRADESH UPDATE

Care & Share continue to provide
excellent support to our children
in Andhra Pradesh and in June this
year | spent 4 days with them.

It was the holidays and so | could
meet almost every one and

also had the chance to discuss
their plans for the next year.|

came away with a real sense

of the positive changes being
made in their young lives. Their
enthusiasm and energy make it
clear that the support they get
has a huge impact.

This year the number of

children has reduced, some have
completed their education and
found jobs.In 2006 there were 135
children in this programme, this
year its 64. Currently the youngest
isaged 11and in 5th class, so will
need help for at least another 7
years, perhaps longer if she passes
all her exams. Twenty five children
are primary and secondary school
with ages ranging from 13 t0 16
years, while another thirty eight
young men and women are
either in higher education, doing
technical courses or attending
University. The subjects they

are studying range through
electronics, general nursing,
English literature and organic
chemistry.

It was good to meet the mums
and dads, the aunties and
grandparents who came along
with their wards, they are very
proud of the progress made by
their children and pass on their
thanks and affection for the help
Goodwill is giving. A number

of the older girls and boys who
have completed their courses
came to the meetings anyway,
they wanted to say thank you to
Goodwill. They have all asked me
to pass on their gratitude to the
sponsors; they want you to know
that your concern and support is
deeply appreciated.

Christine King



tHANDIGUDI DIARY
EMILY & ANDREW'S STORY

After a ten hour flight from
London Heathrow to Chennai
International airport, then a hop
from there to Madurai, we were
on to the last leg of our journey;
Madurai to Thandigudi.

Stepping out of our air
conditioned taxi we were greeted
warmly by both weather and staff
of the Goodwill Children’s Home
in Thandigudi. We may have

been premature in our arrival
and so missed the welcome

that had been planned, but the
sheer beauty of the setting was
welcome enough. England was
already far from our memories as
we were already feeling at home
amongst the Indian staff and
there colourful and lively way of
life.

Having seen the school empty

on the Saturday and the Sunday
we were very excited at meeting
all the children within their
school and playing with them.

It was here we spent most of

our time during our three week
stay: playing with the children,
teaching games and rhymes, they
never seemed to tire of having
someone who was happy to
swing them around in the air,
push the roundabout and take
their photograph. But we had
come to Thandigudi to help write
profiles about these children so
as to increase their chance of
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getting sponsorship in England
and so much of our time was
spent interviewing the children,
with the help of the teachers as
translators, asking about their
family and background as well
as what they enjoy at school
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and what they would like to be
when they are older. The children
were so lively and happy with
where they were that it was hard
to imagine them in the poverty
stricken world they had lived in
before coming to Goodwill.

The children themselves seemed
to recognise how lucky they were
to live in the surroundings they
did, especially the boys living
down in Sanarpatti, where the
new accommodation blocks are
almost finished, who were very
keen on showing us round and
were clearly very excited and
proud of their new home.

We met one evening with the
Treasurer of Goodwill Homes

in India and he arranged some
days out for us, as he said it was

important for us to see the sights.

As well as visiting the other two
homes we went to the tourist
spot, Kodaikanal,and Madurai
where Suryan, the headmaster of
the Thandigudi school purchased
vast quantities of new cricket
equipment and skipping ropes
and balls for the children in
Thandigudi. We appreciated very
much the trips out that were
organised and driving across the
plains in a jeep was certainly a
memorable experience, but it

FROM UK TO INDIA

was such a relief to leave the
plains and return to the almost
tropical land of Goodwill Homes
in the hills. After spending time
in the rather disorientating, noisy
and dusty city we realised how
fortunate the children were to
have the peace and safety of the
home.

We are very thankful for having
had the opportunity to visit

the Goodwill homes and would
definitely encourage others to do
likewise, returning to England was
definitely an anti climax as we
loved every minute of our time in
India and would certainly like to
visit again.

LIFE SAVING SURGERY
FUNDS NEEDED NOW

Premkumar came to Goodwill in
2002, when he was 5 years old,
because his mother had died

and his father couldn’t manage

to support them both. This year

in June he was diagnosed with
rheumatic heart disease, two of
the valves in his heart are badly
damaged and Premkumar’s life is
at risk. The doctors had hoped that
surgery could be delayed until he
was older, but his condition has
rapidly deteriorated after a recent
chest infection. Now he urgently
needs open heart surgery, both

the damaged valves have to be
replaced if he is to survive. Expert
cardiologists are on the case, at the
end of October the Kovai Medical
Centre confirmed that they urgently
need to go ahead with surgery for
dual valve replacement. The cost

of the operation is £2,000 but the
Palani Hills Health Development
Trust has committed to raise the
funds for the actual procedure from
within India. The most expensive
part is the cost of the replacement
valves, £1,500 and Goodwill has
agreed to pay for them. Because
Premkumar’s case is urgent we
have immediately transferred the
amount to India to ensure that the
operation can go ahead. Now we
need to find the £1,500 to cover the
costs.
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FUNDRAISING

COFFEE MORNINGS
FUND RAISING INITIATIVE

OUR FINANCIAL pOSItION
AUDITED ACCOUNTS

Dear supporter,

We would like to ask you to help us
raise much needed funds for our
new building project at Sanarpatti.
Could you hold a coffee morning
between January and Easter? We
work in the area of Tamil Nadu,

which has long been a large coffee-

growing area. Some of our recent
visitors have very kindly brought
back some of this coffee to help
with the project.

A coffee morning could help to
brighten up the winter days. If you
would like to help, please contact
the UK office for a coffee morning
pack.

This will contain:
« a sample pack of Indian coffee
+ napkins

- invitations for you to send out to
your friends

« biscuit recipes

- Goodwill literature, including
new sponsorship forms

« a sample of child profile details
- arecord form for donations

Goodwill would like to thank you
for your support.

I am pleased to report that
during our last financial year
which ended on 31st March we
received £178,586 from donations
and earned a further £12,058

of interest on deposit balances
giving total income in excess of
£190,000.

Whilst this was slightly less than
the previous year, as we were not
in receipt of any legacies, there
Was an encouraging response

of £9,098 to the appeal for
additional donations for the
Sanarpatti development. We
have been able to make grants
of £249,016 to our partner
organisations in South India for
the running costs of the homes
and the Sanarpatti development,
the latter accounting for £115,537.

I and Fellow Trustees have
continued to keep a close eye

on our Administration and Field
Consultant’s costs which in

total have increased less than

1 per cent over last year. UK
expenditure, after excluding
exceptional fund raising costs for
Sanarpatti was within our target
of 15 per cent of total expenditure.

The funding of the Sanarpatti
development has resulted in a
deficit of £139,919 for the year
which has been drawn down
from our reserves. Nevertheless,
the Charity remains in a healthy
financial position with reserves
at 31st March of £287,199 and
we have been able this year to
provide further funding since the
31st March to complete the first
phase of the residential site at
Sanarpatti.

It is our policy that the reserves
should be sufficient to cover one
year’s running costs of the Charity
and whilst our budget shows
that this should be maintained, if
donations remain at the current
levels, we need to continue to

seek additional funds from
existing and new sources for
subsequent development of the
Sanarpatti site.

With the current uncertainties

in the financial markets | would
like to reassure supporters that
we have been prudent in our
investment of our reserves which
are in term deposit arrangements
with HSBC, one of the soundest
Banks in the UK. Our audited
accounts have been filed with
the Charities Commission and
are available through our web
site. Your continued support is
vital to both the ongoing support
of the homes in India and the
ambitious residential project

we are currently undertaking at
Sanarpatti and a big thank you
toyou all. If supporters have any
questions they would like to
raise | can be contacted by e mail
direct to me at Andrew.ling@
vintnershall.co.uk.

Andrew Ling

CHILDREN'’S DAY
THANDIGUDI CELEBRATION

In India children’s day falls on
14th November and the children
at Goodwill celebrated on the
nearest Sunday, which this

year was the 16th. The day was
attended by people from the
Gandhigram rural University,
including the superintendent

of the Gandhigram children’s
home, as well as representatives
of the Children’s Network, Japan.
There was a children and staff
symposium covering children’s
rights and of course sweets for all!




LEGACY AppEAL
NEW CHILDREN'S HOME

As many of you know, the
Goodwill Trust has been funding
a totally new children’s home in
Tamil Nadu, southern India.

The development of the Sanarpatti
site, purchased and built by

our Indian partner Society for
orphaned and destitute children,
has been making good progress.
They have already spent £230,000
buying the land, providing basic
infrastructure, and building the
first two accommodation blocks
and the refectory. This has only
been possible because we were

able to draw on reserves in the
United Kingdom which had been
built up, in part, by a number of
generous legacies from supporters.

The Trust is keen to complete this
development as soon as possible
so that boys and girls will have a
modern, well-equipped base from
which to pursue their secondary
education. In order to achieve this
we need to increase our revenue
and it has been decided to launch
a legacy appeal to help fund the
capital projects which are essential
for the completion of this home,
and in the longer run will help
enable us to re-build our reserves.
This decision was partly prompted
by the information collected from
our fund raising consultants when
they had telephone contacts with
our supporters last year.
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The legacy

The legacy appeal is designed to
encourage those who support
Goodwill to consider leaving
money to the charity in their

will. The capital sums involved in
building a new children’s home
make a legacy appeal particularly
appropriate as it is possible to
leave a more substantial sum in
one’s will and thereby contribute
directly to a particular part of
the project. If you leave money

to a charity, this amount is taken
out of your estate before the
inheritance tax threshold is
calculated and your estate will pay
less tax. This enables you to give
generously.

In this newsletter a leaflet
explaining the options in leaving
a legacy and the tax advantages
are briefly laid out. It provides
you with an indication of how
much parts of the project cost.
Many of you have been long-
term and generous supporters
of Goodwill, especially through
the sponsorship programme and
it may be that you would like to
complete your support by means
of a legacy.

Sanarpatti provides a superb site
for the new home which is already
taking shape there. The first block
is occupied by children and they
have expressed their approval of
the accommodation. The houses
have been especially designed

to provide a close-knit unit of
children’s dormitories, washing
facilities and play space in the
same building as a house parents’
accommodation. This means the
adults can keep a close eye on

BUILDING A FUTURE

children while they both have
their own space.The buildings
are well-constructed light and
airy with a real sense of style. The
entrance portico which provides

a shady space, leads into an open
courtyard with stairs to the higher
levels. The design enhances a
strong sense of community. Once
the first two accommodation
blocks and refectory are complete
in early 2009, our Indian partners
will be moving on to construct
further accommodation blocks,
training and educational facilities,
and other buildings to serve

both the home and the local
community.

The site also provides the scope
for the children to become
largely self-sufficient in food

and water. The soil is good and
already a significant range of
crops are being grown, both for
cash and forimmediate use.The
presence of the land gives the
children a greater sense of self
determination and responsibility
for their own welfare as they can
participate in care for the crops
and livestock.

If you do decide that you would
like to support this programme

in your will, (or have already done
so), please would you inform us by
means of the tear-off slip attached
to the leaflet. This will enormously
help our planning and enable us
to determine how the completion
of the Sanarpatti project should
move forward. We thank you in
anticipation of your generous
support.

Q G Edwards
Vice Chairman




